




LABORATORY / SOLO 
 
COMPONENTS: SPEAKERS CM 16 
 
DLS UX26 
 
SUPPLIER 
RUSSIAN GAME 
***** 
 
AVERAGE PRICE 
$349 
 
CLASS 
ABSOLUTE 
 
COMPARISONS? 
POLK AUDIO SR6500 
$720  ***** 
Coaxial speaker, in which modern technology works goes hand in hand with high quality 
sound 
C&M No 5’2006 
 
[Main text] 
THE UX26 MODEL is in a class of its own amongst DLS products.  Manufacturers usually 
do not pay so much attention to this type of speaker, and offer them in their budget lines.  
However DLS has not only created a speaker that is out of the ordinary, but has also 
employed a range of innovative technical solutions. 
 
[Right insert] 
It’s not often you find a set of coaxial speakers in the higher price categories 
 
[Main text] 
DESIGN 
The woofer basket is pressed, elegantly formed and excellently damped.  Like many other 
DLS products, the UX26 uses an inverted magnet system (where the magnet is located within 
the mobile coil).  In this case, the dimensions of the sound coil have been extended, which 
improves ventilation and is a positive indicator of the potential power handling capacity.  As 
the space within the coil is comparatively small, the magnet system has been constructed to 
use very powerful magnets, created from rare-earth metal alloys.  One of the design 
advantages of this magnet system is the reduction of non-linear distortion by small and 
average cone displacement.  In this case, the cone is made from aluminium and is covered 
with an extremely fine polymer coating.   
 
The aluminium cone is very light, and the protective spray coating helps to avoid unwanted 
additional sound.  The company’s Nanoplate technology (impregnating the dome with 
extremely fine metallic particles) was used in the manufacture of the silk dome tweeter.  In 
this way, the engineers succeeded in considerably improving the dome’s impedance and 
avoiding unwanted resonance in the audible frequency range.  As befits high-class speakers, 
an external separating filter has been used, which is constructed in a separate case with a 
transparent cover.  A top of the line filter in the form of an induction coil of coiled copper 
wire was use for the low frequency head.  A second order filter with a high quality film 
capacitor was used for the low frequency speaker.  Impedance/frequency characteristics of the 
speakers were adjusted using a Zobel circuit.  They’ve also provided for graduated control of 
the level of the low frequency signal.  The woofer itself is screwed down onto the receiver 



and is fastened securely.  On a separate note, we noticed that assembly wires with an 
increased diameter were used to connect the high frequency speaker.  There are terminals 
fixed to the cone bracket to attach the gold-plated crossover.  The protective framework 
supplied with the set has extra tough edges to protect the speaker against damage.  Our 
measurements checked the standard parameters of the amplitude/frequency characteristics.  It 
is vitally important for speakers that are installed low in car doors to be capable of 
reproducing the full range of frequencies at angles of 30 degrees or more.  The Swedish 
engineers have focused their attention on precisely this problem.  As a result, it is impossible 
not to notice the excellent directivity.  At a 30-degree tilt, fall-off starts almost on the edge of 
the perceptible range for humans.  Even during a critical tilt of 60 degrees from the axis, 
excellent uniformity of AFC was preserved right up to the final octave.  The properties of the 
low frequency speaker’s mobile system are typical for such a system, and it is intended for 
installation in the door.  The peculiarities of the inverted magnet system predetermine the of 
rather modest coefficient of the electromechanical connections and the high coefficient of the 
Q-factor, unity.  The sensitivity of the UX26 also appears to be somewhat lower than 
standard, but it is sufficiently compensated by the greater power handling capacity. 
 
POSITIVES  
We started by listening to a high quality excerpt of classical music.  The bass was reproduced 
very accurately, tranquilly and with excellent clarity.  The middle frequencies were clean and 
clear but the experts sometimes noted timbres that were excessively dry and sterile.  The very 
great capacity of the UX26 was revealed during construction of sound scenes – it failed to 
sound muddled even at volume levels higher than those of average instruments, whilst the 
vibration itself did not become obtrusive.   
Some attention was drawn to the overloaded capacity of this speaker.  Evidently a 
comparatively mobile system will require an amplifier with good potentials for damping 
stress; otherwise there will be noticeable significant distortion in the system at the very 
highest possible capacity.  There are usually strict requirements for the quality of installation 
of high quality systems.  The Swedish engineers are asked to carefully consider the 
manufacture of the spacer ring.  Turning to its profile, the thickness of the ring should be 
more than 5 mm.  Such a ring creates difficulties with airflow from the rear side of the cone.  
Moreover, sound output at nominal compliance will be reached over a minimum 15-20 hours 
during warm-up.  We consider that the UX26 is an excellent choice in the event that you 
don’t want or don’t have the potential to use a component system with distributed transducers.  
We recommend this acoustic system to all music lovers.  CM 
 
[Right hand column] 
SPECIFICATIONS 
Power handling capacity (RMS/max) 100/160 Watt 
Sensitivity 91 dB/W/m 
Mounting depth 63 mm 
Recommended acoustic mounting BE 
Information www.dls.ru 
 
PLUS 
Technically perfect construction, clean and clear sound 
 
MINUS 
Some dry high frequencies, speaker demanding on amplifier 
 
VERDICT 
Higher price category speaker combined with excellent sound and a range of progressive, 
modern design solutions. 
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